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PREFACE 


There is now the urgent need to study and teach the history of the 


Wimbum people. This need falls within the general interest in the study of 


the history of African societies and peoples. African societies and peoples 
need to be studied so that they can be properly fixed in the general context 


of world history. The saying is true that there can be no complete history of 


Africa when all African societies have not been studied. 

The study of ethnic nationalities in Cameroon has not been taken 
seriously. There are over two hundred and fifty of such nationalities and 
only a very small number has been studied. It must be pointed out that 
there can be no complete history of Cameroon when all the ethnic groups 
have not been studied. 

This study of the Wimbum people of Donga Mantung Is aimed at 
focusing the attention of scholars to an important yet neglected area of 
Cameroon pre-colonial history. In addition to drawing attention to 
Wimbum history, this publication is also aimed at stimulating discussion 
on the subject. The author's hope is that discussions on the subject would 
encourage further research which would go a long way to increasing the 
scope of Wimbum history. 


The Wimbum people of Donga Mantung, Before the Coming of 


Europeans — A Junior History, is an abridged version of a major work by 
the same author under the title, The Wimbum People of the North West 


Grasslands of Cameroon, 1400 - 1900: The Origin and Development of, 


Ethnicity. This abridged version has been designed for study in the senior 
classes of primary school. Junior secondary school students as well as 
general readers who desire to acquire some knowledge of the main themes 


, 


and outlines of Wimbum pre-colonial history will also find this version — 


very useful. 


The success of this effort owes much to the contributions of a long 
list of interviewees, friends and relatives. Work on this study began in 
1988. The main contributions to this effort have been dully recognised In 
the main edition. Nevertheless, although this is an abridged version, it 
equally benefited from contributions from friends and relatives who should 
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be mentioned here. Special words of thanks go to Motutu Eric. Ngang 
Paul. Fonyuy Joseph. Agbor Robertson. Nfor Thaddeus, Nformi Kongor, 
Ntormt S. Y.. Ngeh Abel, Taju Genesis, Nfor Mangeh. Wanja Godlove, 
and Mbunwe Elias tor their encouragement and support. | am equally 
indebted to Majam George (cousin). John Mbako Talla (brother) and Pa 
Stephen Ndi (uncle) for the extra effort they put in so that this edition 
should see the light of day. Special note is taken of the contribution of the 
production team headed by Ndajem King Taboh. and composed of 
Ndukong Marie and Aziseh Florence. 

Finally my deepest gratitude goes to my wife Talla, Faith Namondo and 
our daughter Jovy Marbiye-Gije (Talla -Talla) for their encouragement, 
patience. sacrifice and love without which this work would not have been 
realised. 

Let me state that this work does not attempt to claim perfection. 
There is no such thing as final history, most especially at this stage when 
research work on Wimbum history is still in its infancy. The aim of this 
pioneering effort has been to stimulate interest on the subject. It is my hope 
that this objective would be achieved. | equally hope that constructive 
criticism would be made to stimulate further research on the subject. | am 
answerable for the contents of this work. 


Limbe Dr. Talla Ngarka 
August, 1998 
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CHAPTER ONE 


WHO ARE THE WIMBUM? 


GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 

The Wimbum people occupy 
the Nkambe Plateau. This plateau is 
found in the north-east of the North 
West Province of the Republic of 
Cameroon. 

Mbum is shaped like a 
triangle. It covers a land area of 
about 500 square kilometres. The 
Wimbum have boundaries with 
Mbembe on the north, Yamba on the 
north-east and east, and Nehanti and 
Noni on the north-west and west. 
Nso 1s on the south. 

The Nkambe Plateau has 
continuous hills and valleys. It 
ranges from about 4.500 to 7.000 
feet ( 1370 to 2130 metres) above 
sea-level. The highest point is Binka 
Hill (Mount Nyising) which is about 
8.000 feet (2430 metres) above sea- 
level. 

_ The Nkambe Plateau has two 
main climatic seasons. There is the 
rainy season from March to 
September and the dry season from 
October to February. — The 
temperature on ‘the plateau is 
generally very cold throughout the 
year. Ndu and Mbiyeh have been 
listed as being amongst the coldest 


places in Cameroon. These low 
temperatures are caused by the cold 
winds, which blow’ from the 
Mambila Plateau in the north-east. 
The population of _ the 
Wimbum has grown very fast during 
this century. According to 
calculations based on the 2.9% 
annual growth rate of the population 
from the 1987 census, the Wimbum 
today number among the top largest 
populated ethnic groups in_ the 
English - speaking Cameroon. 


THE MEANING OF THE NAME 
WIMBUM 


The name Wimbum in 
Limbum means the Mbum people or 
the people of Mbum. The name 
Mbum has two explanations. First 
the name comes from Mbu which 
means the base, bellow or bottom. 
This meaning of Mbu is 
geographical and refers to the 
lowland area from where the Mbum 
people migrated up to the Nkambe | 
Plateau. The name Wimbum by this 
first explanation means the people 
from a geographical location called 
Mbu. 


Map I: CAMEROON SHOWING THE WIMBUM 
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Mbum in the North West of the Cameroon Republic 


The second explanation states that 
the Wimbum are related to the 
Mbum who are today found in the 
area. near Ngaoundere in_ the 
Adamawa Province of Cameroon. 


The Wimbum people therefore may 
see the Mbum of Adamawa Province 
as their relations. The name Wimburts 
in this second explanation means the 


Mbum people. 


Today Wimhbum means the 


people of Mbum. The naime Mbum 


refers to the land on the Nkambe 
Plateau in Donga Mantung Division 
occupied by the three clans of Warr, 
Wiya and Jang. There are divided 
into Ndu and Nkambe Central Sub- 
Divisions. « — 


THE WIMBUM AND THE 
TIKARS 


The Wimbum are a sub-group 
of the Tikar. The Mbum of the 
Adamawa Province were the leaders 
of the Tikar migration out of Bornu. 
The migrations continued and ended 
with the Tikar groups settling in the 
place they called Ndobo, Rifum or 
Kimi. This place is near to present 
day Tibati and Banyo. 

The last migrations of the 
Tikar took place in the seventeenth 
century. They moved from Tikari 
(Kimi, Ndobo or Rifum) to their 
present locations. Today some of the 
Cameroon groups which claim Tikar 
origin are Bamoum, Baba, Bambili, 
Bamesing, Bamessi, Bamali Bamuka 
(Ndop), Bangolan, Nkwen, Bafut, 
Nso, Wimbum and Yamba. These 
groups have so many things in 
common. 

The first thing that the Tikar 
have in common is that their 
languages are more closely related to 
each other than to languages outside 
the Tikar group. However, there are 


differences because the languages 
separated a long time ago even 


before their last migration. The 
Wimbum speak Limbum. 
The second similarity that 


Tikar groups have is that their 
political traditions and customs have 
a common pattern. They all have 
kings or chiefs. The Tikar see their 
kings as semi-gods. They refer to 
their kings as, Sun, Noble Leopard, 
Great Buffalo, Tiger, Lion and 
Mighty :lephant. 

The third thing that the Tikars 
have in common is that their system 
of administration is uniform. The 
system starts from the top with the 
king (Nkfu). Below the Nkfu there is 
the council of state (Bkibai Samba) 
made up of the seven great lords of 
the chiefdom. The village/ quarter 
heads (Bralla) are below the Bkibai. 

The Tikars also have the 
similarity of the round stool on 
which the king sits. The stool 
(kabraah) which is carved out of tree 
trunk is considered very sacred by 
the Tikar. Only the king may sit on 
It. 

Finally the Tikar political 
system also has societies which take 
care of law, order and defence. The 
Nwarong and Ngiri are societies 
responsible for law and_ order. 
Defence is in the hands of the 
Manjong, which is the military arm 
of the administration. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE ORIGIN OF THE THREE WIMBUM CLANS 


There are three clans that 
make up the Wimbum. These three 
clans are Wiwarr, Wiya and Witang. 
Before the coming of Europeans at 
the beginning of the twentieth 
century, these three groups had 
completed their movement and 
finally settled on the Nkambe 
Plateau. 

The three clans of Wiwarr, 
Wiya and Witang are one. The 
Wimbum refer to the three clans as a 
tripod or the three stones of the 
fireside. However, although they are 
one ethnic group, they are 
differences in the accounts of how 
they came to the plateau. 


WARR ORIGIN 


There are two accounts that 
explain the origin of the Warr clan. 
The two accounts all talk about 
Mbirbo. Mbirbo was the first capital 
of Warr ancestors on the plateau. 
The first account 1s held in a legend 
which tells us that the ancestors of 
the Warr came out of a pond of 
water at Mbirbo before spreading all 
over the plateau. This is not true 


because we know that man cannot 
come out of a pond of water. 

The second account of Wart 
origin which is generally accepted. 
tells us that the Warr were the first 
of the Wimbum sub-groups to climb 
up from Mbaw Plain and settle on 
the plateau. This account says that 
the Warr came from Kimi and first 
settled at Mbirbo. The settlement of 
Mbirbo was founded by Bomsa in 
the early part of the — sixteenth 


century. The many Warr settlements 


which exist in and out of Mbum 
today were founded by descendants 
of Bomsa, the first Warr ruler on the 
plateau, 


The Name Harr 


The name Warr in’ Limbum 
refers to scattering. spreading out or 
breaking up. The = Wivarr are 
therefore the people who scattered 
about, 

The name Harr was used as a 
description of what happened at 
Mbirbo soon after) Bomsa._ their 
leader died. There are two accounts 


that explain why the descendents of 


Bomsa scattered all over the plateau 
and established their own chiefdoms. 

The first account of the 
spreading out of Bomsa’s sons tells 
us that when Bomsa died, Mbombo, 
one of his vounger sons was put on 
the throne as leader. This action 
annoyed the older sons who decided 
to move out of Mbirbo to establish 
their own chiefdoms. 

The second account tells us 
that Bomsa’s sons moved away from 


Mbirbo because of the drying-up of 
the water in the pond. The lack of 


water caused the brothers to quarrel 
and fight among themselves. This 
made them to move out to establish 
new settlements. 

Bomsa had five sons. The four 
who moved out of Mbirbo after his 
death were Meniku, Chise, Ngoh 
and Ndigwarnya. This was the first 
group to start spreading — out. 
Mbombo remained behind to rule 
the home of their ancestors. Several 
other sons and descendants later 
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moved out to establish more 


chiefdoms. 


WIYA ORIGIN 


The Wiya have no legends 
about the origin of their ancestors. 
They all point to Kimi in the Mbaw 
Plain as the place of origin of their 
ancestors. They agree that they were 
led out of Kimi by Nyakonji. 

Not all chiefdoms of the Wiya 
clan as we have them today are of 
Wiya origin. There are three other 
groups within the Wiya which were 
not originally under  Wiya 
leadership. These groups are the 
Wingu (Ngu, Ngvulu and Nyilah), 
the Hi7ung (Wowo and Mbipgo) and 
the Hingang (Sehn and Njimnkang). 
The Wiluh who arrived earlier also 
decided to come under Wiya 
leadership. 


The Name Wiya 


The name Wiya comes from 
the Limbum word yaa, which means 
multiply, increase or grow. in 
number. Wiya therefore means,: the 
people who increased in population 
and also got more land. The use of 
the name Wiya began after the 
descendants of Nyakonji had arrived 
on the plateau and began to capture 
and add more land and people to 
their group. 


The name Wiya is now used 
for the whole clan including those 
who joined the original group only 
on:the plateau. The original Wiya 
group, which arrived the plateau and 
became the leader of the clan, 
Ndfung. 

One major characteristic of 


Ndfung (Wiya) is the division into | 
Wiyaku and Wiyamba. The Wiyaku 


are of the royal lineage while the 
Wiyamba are of the  non-royal 
lineage. 


TANG ORIGIN 

The Tang are like the Wiya. 
They have no legends about the 
origin of their ancestors. They also 
point to Kimi as the place of origin. 
of their ancestors. Tang accounts of 
origin tell us that they were led out 
of Kimi by one of the elders of Kimi 
Manga. 
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The name of their leader from 
Kimi is not remembered. This may 
be because of the accident which 
occurred at Mbajeng when _ they 
arrived on the plateau. At Mbajeng 
which is also called Bamala by the 
Tang, a greater number of their 
people drowned while crossing the 
River Kofatar at night. May be those 


.- who drowned included their leaders. 
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The popular story of the 
accident says that it occurred just 


after the Tang had climbed up to the 


plateau in the early eighteenth 
century. It tells us that the 
continuous drowning of people was 
stopped by the warning from. the 
drummer who managed to drum 4 
message as he himself was being 
swept away by the river. Those who 
remained alive crossed the river 10 
the morning after using a metho 
they learnt from the striped field- 
mouse (che or kye). The people cu! 


a tree to fall across the river to serve 
as a bridge over which they crossed. 
They had seen the mouse cross the 
river many times using elephant 
grass stalks as bridge. Today the 
Tang have a special respect for the 
striped field-mouse. 

The story of the Witang clan 
after Mbajeng is very easy to 
understand. At Mbajeng the people 
built a stone monument called Bru- 
Witung. This was in honour of the 
people who drowned. The heads of 
families were asked by the surviving 
Tang leader to place one: stone for 
each person who drowned. This was 
followed by a count (tang) of the 
living. 

From Mbajeng, the Tang 
brothers separated and moved to 
establish different settlements. which 


Wier Kofatar in which the lang drowned 
as they hurried away from Mbajyeng 
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are today found in and_ outside 
Mbum. The leader of the Tang 
brothers settled at Tallah while the 
other brothers who competed for the 
throne moved to establish Kup Sinna 


_and Taku. Ntundip, Bih and Ngarum 


were established by déscendants of 
the Tang brothers, Tabenken_ later 
broke away from Tallah. Wowo and 
Mbipgo became part of Wiya while 
Nsih. Mbamsong and Mbam settled 
in Nso. 


The Name Tang 

The name /ang comes from 
the Limhum word tang, which means 
to count or enumerate. Witang 
means the people who were counted. 
The cpunting took place after the 
accident at Mbajeng (Bamala) which 
we have studied above. 


ABru-Witang stone monument built at 
Afbajeng to remember those who drowned 


CHAPTER THREE 


WIMBUM EARLY MIGRATIONS AND SETTLEMENT 


THE MOVEMENT FROM KIMI 


The Wimbum as we have seen 
in Chapter One are one people 
although they are divided into three 
clans. As the Wimbum elders say, 
the three clans are the three stones in 
the Wimbum tripod. However, 
although the Wimbum are one, there 
are differences between them. 

The differences between the 
three Wimbum clans are because 
they took different paths from Kimi 
to their present location on the 
Nkambe Plateau. They arrived at 
different times which make it 


difficult for them to unite under one — 


ruler. 

Before 1500 AD none of the 
three clans had settled on the 
plateau. They were all still in the 
plain that lies between Ngaoundere 
and Tibati. The movements out of 
the plains began in the early 
sixteenth century. The Wiwarr were 
the first to move out of Kimi. The 
Wiya and Witang moved out at the 
same time. The Wiva arrived before 
the Witang. By the time the Wimhum 
settlement on the plateau was 
complete, the three clans were found 


dispersed all over the — plateau. 
Looking at their present settlement 
map, it Is difficult to accept that they 
came separately and at different 


times. The settlement map 1s on page 
2? ‘ 


WARR MOVEMENT AND 
SETTLEMENT 


The departure of the Warr 
from Kimt took place at about the 
beginning of the sixteenth century. 
The popular accounts say that the 
Warr left Kimi and made their way 
through the Mairin Valley. They 
passed through Ngu and Mangowarr 
before finally arriving Mbirbo where 
they made their first settlement on 
the plateau. 

The Warr settled in Mbirbo 
before the middle of the sixteenth 
century. When Bomsa, their leader, 
died in the mid-sixteenth century, 
there was a break-up of the 
settlement. His sons moved out to 
establish other Warr chiefdoms. 

The establishment of more 
Warr chiefdoms and villages began 
In the reign of Mbombo who was 
Bomsa's successor. We have studied 


MAP IV: WIMBUM MOVEMENTS FROM KIMI 


ore 


pe 


ea ie 


a | Warr movements 
“| not accepted by Mbirbo accounts) 


Ed Tang movements 


Front view of present Mbot-Warr bon's Palace moved from \fhirko 


in Chapter Two that Bomsa had five 
sons whose names were Mbombo, 
Meniku, Ngoh, Chise and 
Ndigwarnya. Four sons went out and 
founded four chiefdoms — which 


brought) the number of Warr 


chiefdoms to: five by the mid- 
seventeenth century as shown tn the 
Table below. 


aa 


BOMSA'S SONS CHIEFDOMS 


MBOMBO MBIRBO 


NDIGWARNYA SOP 


CHISE NTUMBAW 
NGOH ' CHUP 


BUM 


MENIKU 


After the first’ dispersal) trom 
Mbirbo, more Warr villages were 
later established. These later 
chiefdoms were either founded by 
people who left directly from 
Mbirbo or by those who. separated 
from the first group of four Wart 
chiefdoms founded by Mbombo’s 
brothers. Some of the villages which 
were established later were Binshua. 
Nkambe, Kungi. Wat. Nyap. Saa. 
Nyjirong, Mbaah. and Nwaneri The 
Warr capital of Mbirbo was. later 
also moved from Mbirbo to \bot. 
Its present site, 

Warr settlements outside 
Mbum include Bum. established by 
Mentku. one of Bomsa's five sons 
Others are found in Adere. Misante. 
Mbande and Akwaja in) Mbembe. 


Wum (best) and in Noni (Roch and 
Njingep), Others are found in Nso 
represented by Nzenzey who is the 
second most important person in the 
Nso government. The Warr are also 
related to the Mbaw-Tikar who are 
settled in Mbirikpa and Gom. 

Looking at how the Warr are 
scattered all) over the Nkambe 
Plateau and beyond into non - 
fambum speaking areas. it can be 
understood why the name Marr was 
used for this clan. 


WIV A MOVEMENT AND 
SETTLEMENT 


The accounts of — Wiva 
migration are strarghtforward. The 
main lines of their movement from 
Kimi to their present location on the 
plateau are easy to remember. 

Wiva migrations from Kimi 
started in about 1600 A.D. This was 
the period when most of the Tikar 
migrations started. Most of the Tikar 
groups climbed the plateau: straight 
from the Mbaw Plain but the Wiva 
instead took a very long and difficult 
route. 

The Wiya left Kimi under the 
leadership of Nyakonj. They moved 
in a northwest direction. They made 
important stops at Ntem, Mbia Hill, 
Mbirikpa (Nee), Konchep. Manang 
and uh before they finally settled at 


‘below 


Mandfung in the early part of the 
eighteenth century. 

Ntem was the first camping 
place of the Wiva after leaving Kim1. 
It was not inhabited before Nyakonji 
and his group arrived there. The 
present day Ntem which is found 
the plateau. was _ not 
established by the Wiva. It was 
established by Ntem who travelled 
with the Wiya and after reaching 
Mandfung decided to go down to the 
plains where he could be able to 
plant the oil palm nuts he had carried 
along. 

Mbia_ Hill (Ndumiyajiy was 
the next Wiva camping place after 
Ntem. This place is on the Mfumte 
border, with Mambila. 

Mbirikpa (Nee) was the next 
stop after Mbia Hill. This was an 
important stop because here Nsa 
who was one of the Wivya leaders 
from Kimi decided to remain and 
establish his own independent 
chiefdom. Jeffi and Ekwo are some 
of the Wiya settlements that were 
established by those who after 
reaching Mbirikpa decided not to 
continue the journey. From Mbirikpa 
Nyakonji led his people through 
Mbembe. They passed through the 
deep valleys of River Donya before 
arriving Konchep. 

Konchep was the most 
important camping place of the 
Wiya. At this place which is also 
referred to Rtuka, they stayed for 


more than two generations. Konchep 
is important because at this place the 
Wiya leader Nyakonji and his 
successor Towiji died. At the time of 
departure, Konchep, one of the Wiya 
brothers decided to stay behind and 
tule the chiefdom that had been 
established. One of his main duties 
was to take care of the royal graves. 

From Konchep, the Wiya 
under the leadership of Nfor-Kotu, 
passed through Manang in Mfumte 
before climbing up to Fuh, their first 
camp on the plateau. Fuh was very 
close to Mbirbo, the Warr capital. It 
was here at Fuh that the Wiya came 
into direct contact with the Warr 
who had already been settled. for 
about one hundred years. The Wiva 
fought a number of battles with the 
Warr. The Wiya were forced to 
move their capital from: Fuh for 
security reasons. Fuh was too close 
to Mbirbo. The Wiya accounts states 
that one Wiya chief died at Fuh. This 
may have been Nfor-Kotu. 

The Wiya moved their capital 
from Fuh to Mandfung. They passed 
through Mbuyarr and Rokop before 
finally reaching Mandfung. 
Mandfung remained. the . Wiya 
capital until the coming. of the 
Europeans into the area in the early 
years of the twentieth century: This 
capital was located very close to the 
Warr chiefdom of Ntumbaw. It was 
also very close to Nso Territory. 
Conflicts with Nso made theWlya to 
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move their capital to Nyjipsi for some 
time before bringing It back to 
Mandfung. 

After settling on the plateau, 
the Wiya started the struggle to 
increase their land, population and 
power. Throughout the period from 
1700 - 1800 AD, the Wiya absorbed 
the Wingu, (Njila, Ngvulu and Ngu) 
who migrated from the Bamum area. 
Ngu never became a_ separate 
independent chiefdom but the /-ai of 
Ngu is one of the most important 
great lords of Wiya whose rank Is 
almost comparable to many other 
chiefs within the clan. Other groups 
absorbed by Wiya during the period 
were the Wingang (Sehn and Nkang) 
and Witang (Wowo and Mbipgo) 
groups. Luh also joined the Wiya 
group. 

There 
settlements 
boundaries. Some of 
Ndiboti and Yamba quarters in 
Mbirbo (Warr). Ex-Konchep 
settlements are found in Bi (7a). 
Wiya settlements outside Mbum are 
found in Mbiame (Nso) and Rom 
(Yamba). 

At the time of the arrival of 
the Germans the Wiya had reached 
the limit of their expansion. They 
actually had grown to justify their 
name. They had ten chiefdoms — 
Ndfung (Ndu) Luh, Konchep, Nsth- 
Makop, Negvulu, Njila, Sehn, 
Njimnkang, Wowo and Mbipgo. 


are 
outside 


Wiyva 
their clan 
them are 


some 
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TANG MOVEMENT AND 
SETTLEMENT. 


The account of the movement 
of the Tang clan from Kimi up to the 
plateau is simple. There is not much 
information, probably’ -because ‘the 
Tang historians who kept the 
accounts died in the disaster that 
happened at Mbajeng. 


The account that is available 
tells us that the Tang and the Wiya 
moved out of Kimi at the same time. 
Tang decided to stop at Ngu on the 
Upper River Mairin valley on the 
Mbaw plain. Ngu was near Ntem, 
the first camp of the Wiya. The Tang 
stayed at Ngu for about three or four 
generations. 
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The Tang left Ngu because 
they were afraid of Fulani and 
Chamba slave raiders. They climbed 
the plateau and passed through Kut 
and Sop before camping at Mbajeng. 
Mbajeng was on Wiya land. 

The Tang left Mbajeng 
because of fear of Wiya attacks. 
After the accident of River Kofatar 
and the construction of the Bru- 
Witang which we have already 
studied, the Tang brothers dispered 
on the plateau. By 1900 AD, they 
had established chiefdoms at Tallah* 
(capital), Sinna, Kup, Taku, 
Ngarum, Ntundip and Bih. Wowo 
and Mbipgo are two Tang groups 
which settled on Wiya land and 
accepted Wiya leadership. 


Map II: WIMBUM CLAN DISTRIBUTION 


Some Tang groups — settled However, the Binka who are of 


outstde Mbuim. These are’ Mbembe origin decided to come 
Mbamsong, Mbam and Nsih who all under Tang leadership. Mayo-Binka 
settled in Nso. These groups which (Njimnjong) which was established 
settled outside Mbum are referred to by people who left Binka is also in 
as the oh. The Tang never had the the Tang clan. 


desire to expand like the Wiya. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


KEEPING TIME IN WIMBUM HISTORY 


HOW THE WIMBUM KEEP 
TIME 


' The measurement and keeping 
of time by the Wimbum is different 
from the method used by the 
Europeans. The Europeans have 
wellcalculated units for’ keeping 
time. They have a fixed calendar, 
which is made up of days, weeks, 
months and years. The day is made 
up of seconds, minutes and hours. 

The measurement of time by 
the Wimbum is based on events and 
activities that take place in the 
environment. Some of these events 
and .activities are; the growth of 
crops, the falling of rain and the 
movement of animals, birds and 
insects. These events or activities are 
based mainly on the seasons. 

The Wimbum year (fih) is 
divided into seasons. In Mbum there 
are only two seasons. These are the 
dry (ni-/uu) and the rainy (ni-mbing) 
seasons. | 

The Wimbum year does not 
have a fixed starting point. The 
starting point of the year is based on 
the most important occupation of the 
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people. The majority of Wimbum 
people are farmers and so their vear 
begins with the coming of the rains. 
The Wimbum year starts from the 
beginning of the rainy season to the 
end of the dry season. 

The Wimbum month (/7v'¢/7) 1s 
lunar. It is divided according to the 
different phases of the moon. The 
parts of the moon are the new moon, 
the round drum and the moon-end. 

The day (mong) and week 
(ngaa) are very important in the 
measurement of time among the 
Wimbum. The Wimbum day 
(nnong) is broken up into morning 
(ngaptfuh), afternoon — (motzi), 
evening (mbunkur) and night (tfuh). 

The Wimbum week is made 
up of eight days. The days are: //, 
Nkapyih, Yih, Mruh, Ndfung, Neang. 
Ntala and Sing. The different 
Wimbum chiefdoms carry __ out 
different activities on each of these 
days. The eight days are divided up 
into days for markets, religious 
worship and sacrifices, masquerade 
dance, and work (farming and 
hunting). Each of the Wimbum 
chiefdoms has some account of the 
origin of the eight-day week. 


HOW THE WIMBUM KEEP 
DATES IN HISTORY 


The Wimbum have several 
methods by which their history can 
be dated. These methods include the 
ave-prade system, generations, list of 
chiefs and the length of their reigns 
and important events. 


Age - grade system 


The age-grade system deals 
with age groups. An age group is 
made up of people born within a 
range of not more than seven years. 
It is easy to date events in history 
using this system. This is because 
age-prades are used for admission to 
the Affuh (armed forces) and the 
organisation of groups for battle. 
Public works such as_ road 
construction and social activities like 
wrestling and dancing also make use 
of age groups. 


Generations 


A generation is the length of 


time from when a man is born to . 


when his first child is born. The 
average length of a generation 
among the Wimbum people before 
the coming of Europeans was about 
thirty years. Generations help the 
people to date their history over a 
long period. ) 


List of Chiefs and lengths of reigns 


In the different chiefdoms in 
Mbum there are palace historians 
who remember the names of all the 
chiefs who have ruled. This list 
helps the people to date events that 


happened when the chiefs were on 


the throne. 

The length of reigns of chiefs 
is useful for dating events. If we 
know how long each chief ruled, we 
can be able to add up the number of 
years a given number of chiefs ruled. 
This helps us to date events which 
happened in the past. The Table on 
Page 26 contains the lists of chiefs 
of the Wimbum _ clan-heads- 
(Mbirbo) -Warr, Ndfung - Wiya and 
Tallah - Tang) up to the arrival of 
the Germans. 


Important Events 


There are many events that the 
Wimbum used to date their history 
before the coming of Europeans. 
These events were, the deaths of 
important people, the arrival of 
locusts, the eclipse of the moon, the 
arrival of strangers (Fulani/Chambas 
and Europeans), the establishment of 
new villages and _ chiefdoms, 
important battles and _—_—the 
introduction of new crops and plants. 


LISTS OF THE CHIEFS OF THE THREE WIMBUM CLAN HEADS 
FROM ¢1S00 AD 


-25 years approximate = MBIRBO NDEUNG TALLAL 
reign length (Warr) (Wiya) (Tang) 
16. 1500- 1525 [Bomsa 
15. 1525 - 1550 [Mbombo 
14. 1550 - 1575 Tyinkiu 
13. 1575 - 1600 [Chukwi 
12. 1600 - 1625 ~TNehfu ] | 
Il. 1625 - 1650 [ Neanga TNyakonj | 
10. 1650-1675 | Kontar oo an | 
9. 1675 - 1700 | Lifum 7 
[&W00-1735 Bantu | Sisibe 
Bara _Yamusi TBunje est 
| Yisimbu Tingo “Mbaye- | 
| Bongnta Lowa Teve | 
4. 1800 - 1825 Nkfu-Nkur | Buri  Yewo | 
Nyongong “Nongnebirr T eons . 
| 2. 1850 - 1875 Njah TRambo/Yaa _  Ndunjo and 
|. 1875 - 1900 Tohnji "| VaalNiier P\jingi 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


CONFLICTS AND WARFARE IN MBUM 


Before the coming © of 
Europeans to the western grasslands 
of Cameroon, the Wimbum_ were 
always involved in different types of 
conflicts and warfare. There were 
not many wars in Mbum compared 
to other areas on the Western 
Grasslands. However, the few wars 
that were fought were important in 
shaping the future life of the 
Wimbum. 

The Wimbum were involved 
in two types of conflicts. There were 
internal and external conflicts. 
Internal conflicts were wars fought 
amongst the three Wimbum clans. 
External conflicts were wars fought 
against enemies who came from 
outside Mbum. 


INTERNAL CONFLICTS 
Warr - Wiya Conflict 


Internal conflicts in| Mbum 
started with the arrival of the Wiya 
on the plateau. Before the arrival of 
the Wiya, the Warr who were the 
first Wimbum group to settle on the 
plateau lived in peace. 


The Wiya arrived at Fuh 
towards the end of the seventeenth 
century. They came up _ from 
Konchep where they had camped 
after the long journey from Kimi. 
They passed through Manang before 
arriving Fuh. The search for land on 
which to settle and carryout 
economic activities, quickly got 
them into conflict with the Warr who 
were in control of the land. 

The Wiya camp at Fuh was 
close to Mbirbo, the Warr capital. 
The Warr were not happy to have the 
land-hungry Wiya near them. A few 
battles were fought between the two 
groups and in the end, the Wiya 
moved their camp to Mandfung 
where they built their . capital. 
Mandfung was far way from: Mbirbo 
although it was near to Ntumbaw 
which was also a Wart chiefdom. 


Mbirbo near Wiya camp at Fuh 


Wiya-Tang Conflict 


Wiya and Tang had a conflict 
in the mid-eighteenth century. The 
Tang group arrived on the plateau 
after the Wiya had settled and taken 
control over a large portion of land. 
The Tang came up from Ngu and 
camped at Mbajeng. Mbajeng was 
on a piece of land that was 


controlled by the Wiya. 


Btu-Witang (stone monument built to 
remember the Tang who drowned). 


The conflict between the two 
Wimbum brothers was because the 
Tang did not want to continue under 
Wiya control. The Wiya prepared to 
attack the Tang because they 
discovered that the Tang had started 
building up their defence against any 
attack. When the news of Wiya 
preparation reached the Tang, they 
decided to leave Mbajeng 
immediately. The Tang left at night 
and were involved in an accident at 
River Kofatar in which many of their 
people died. 


The result of this conflict was 
that the Tang left Mbajeng and 
moved on to establish 
different chiefdoms. 


many 


Mount Binka (Njising)War 
(c. 1870) 


The Mount Binka (Njising) 
War was fought in about 1870. This 
was a war between the Wiya and the 
rest of the Wimbum people. The 
Wiya were supported by the Fulani 
to fight the combined forces of the 
Tang and Warr. The Wiya and their 
Fulani supporters were defeated. 

The Mount Binka War was 
fought during the reigns of the 
sixteenth ruler of Mbirbo/Mbot 
(Warr), the ninth ruler of Ndfung 
(Wiya) and the sixth ruler of Tallah 
(Tang). The Mbirbo chief at the 
time was Njah. He withdrew to Wat 


(Warr) for protection. The chief of 


Wat gave Njah the protection and 
was given the nickname 7a-H wm 
(protector) for making sure that the 
enemies did not capture Njah their 
clan head. 

The result of this war was that 
Tang and Warr were victorious. The 
Fulani were not happy and so they 
took Nfor-Rambo, the Ndfung 
(Wiya) leader and many of his 
people to Banyo as captives. Nfor- 
Rambo died in Banyo. When he was 
taken away, Yaa took over the 
Ndfung throne and ruled 


until 


Mount Binka (Njising) - Site of Fulani Wiva war against the rest of the Wimbum 1870. 


when Prince Nfor was old enough to 
take over his fathers’ throne. Yaa 
was Nfor-Rambo's sister. She was 
the first woman to rule a chiefdom in 
Mbum. 

There were other internal 
conflicts among the Wimbum, Some 
of these conflicts were the Wiya 
attacks against Ntumbaw (Warr) and 
against Sinna (Tang) in the first half 
of the nineteenth century. Looking at 
all the Wimbum internal conflicts, 
we can describe the Wiya as a group 
that was interested in fighting wars. 


EXTERNAL CONFLICTS 


The Wimbum were _ not 
involved in many external conflicts. 
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Their vreatest external enemies were 
the Fulani and Chambas. They also 
went to war with Nso, their southern 
neighbour. 


Fulani/Chamba Raiders 


Conflicts between the 
Wimbum and the Fulani began even 
before the Wimbum group settled on 
the plateau. One of the main reasons 
why the Tikari left Kimi was 
because they wanted to run away 
from Fulani / Chamba raiders. 

The Tang who camped at Ngu 
below the plateau were forced to 
clinb so as to escape from the 
Fulani raiders who were coming. 
The Wiya also left Konchep because 
they were threatened by attacks from 
the Chamba. 


The Wimbum referred to the 
Fulani/Chamba raiders as_ the 
strangers on horses (barah-mnyaah). 
They raided for slaves and other 
valuable materials. The slaves were 
either sold to Arabs or used as 
fighters in the Fulani army. Others 
were used to work in the homes and 
farms of their masters. 

The Wiya support of the 
Fulani against the rest of the 
Wimbum in c.1870, which we have 
already studied in the first part of 
this Chapter is also seen as an 
external conflict. The Fulani were 
enemies of the Wimbum people but 
the Wiya supported them. The Wiya 
support of the Fulani was because 
they feared that if they stood against 
the Fulani, they would be attacked 
and their people taken as slaves. The 
Wiya also had the hope that if the 
Tang and Warr were defeated, they 
would have more land and people. 


wy ‘ 6 
Horses introduced in Mbum b y the Fulani. 
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Wimbum - Nso (Luh) War 


The Wimbum fought many 
battles against the Nso at Luh 
towards the end of the nineteenth 
century. It was in these battles that 
all the three Wimbum clans united to 
fight a common enemy. The account 
of this Wimbum - Nso (Luh) war ts» 
very popular among the Wimbum 
people. 

The Luh people settled in the 
area close to the boundary with Nso 
before Ndfung (Wiya) arrived at 
Mandfung. This was long before 
Tang arrival. They were there even 
before the Nso completed _ their 
settlement. The Luh joined the Wiya 
clan and accepted their leadership. 

The Wimbum fought the Nso 
because of land ownership. The Nso 
were interested in bringing the area 
occupied by Luh under their control. 
The Wimbum fought hard to 
maintain Luh as a Wimbum 
chiefdom. The Nso were defeated 
and peace returned before 1901. 

At the end of the Wimbum - 
Nso war, no land was taken away ‘‘ 
from the defeated Nso people. No 
slaves were taken. The war ended 
without the Wimbum receiving land 
and slaves because the Wiya led by 
Ndfung suddenly stopped fighting. 
Wiya withdrew from the war and 
made a peace treaty with Nso. The 
Ndfung-(Wiya) and Nso_ chiefs 
sacrificed a cock as a sign of peace. 


The withdrawal of the Wiva 
from the war even before it ended 
surprised the Warr and Tang. They 
also quickly stopped fighting. The 
Luh people were not happy with 
Ndfung action but they did not 
withdraw from the Wiva clan. 


Wiva -Nso Conflicts 


The Wiya people also tought 
battles with the Nso. These conflicts 
were caused by their interest. to 
expand and have more land. Most of 
these conflicts occurred towards the 
end of the eighteenth century. 


The nearness of the Nso 
capital to the Wiya capital was a 
cause of conflict. The Nso had 
climbed up straight from Kimi and 
built their capital at Kovifem. The 
Wiya arrived to meet the Nso 
already settled. They built their 
capital at Mandfung. 

Towards the end of the 
cighteen-century, Nso and Wiya 


‘snoved their capitals because they 


were afraid of attacks from each 
other. The Wiya moved their capital 
from Mandfung to Njipsi while the 
Nso moved theirs from Kovifem to 
Tavisa. The Wiya capital was later 
brought back to Mandfung before it 
was again moved to Ndu at the end 
of the nineteenth century. 


Mandfung hill overlooking Nso territory. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


WIMBUM GOVERNMENT 


All the three Wimbum clans 
speak the same language and have 
the same customs. However, they do 
not have one government or one 
king who rules all of them. The 
leaders of the three clans do not also 
directly rule all of the villages in 
their clan. What we see in Mbum is 
that there are many chiefdoms that 
are ruled independently by their 
chiefs. There is only a spiritual 
connection between the clan-head 
and the different chiefdoms in his 
clan. | 


The reason why the Wimbum 
do not have one government for all 
of them is that they did not climb up 
from the plains to the plateau under 
one leadership and at the same time. 
There were three groups. with 
different leaders. The long interval 
between each arrival gave enough 
time for the different leaders to 
increase their power over their land 
and ‘people before the next group 
arrived. While on the plateau the 
Wimbum scattered their settlements 
over a wide area, which made it 
difficult for them to unite politically 
and militarily. 
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How the Wimbum Government is 
Organised 


Each of the Wimbum = chiefdoms 
today has an independent 
government. However. all of them 


have the same system of government 
organisation. They all practise 
monarchy. In this system the chief 
(Nkfu) is the person who controls all 
power. The chief is assisted in his 
government by the Council of State 
(Bkibai-Samba) and the 


quarter- 
heads (Btalla). 


The Nkfu 


The Nkfu controls all power in 
his chiefdom. He is the head of 
administration. He is the chairman of 
the Council of State (Bkihui Sumba) 
which meets weekly in his palace. 

The Nkfu performs many other 
functions for his people. His people 
see him as the giver of all good gifts. 
He is the final judge who rewards 
and punishes people according to 
their actions. 
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Fhe Wimbum regard the Nkfie as 
ood’ s representative on earth. He ts 
seen as divine. He stands between 
the living and the dead. He ts 
responsible for performing important 
traditional worship and sacrifices to 
the ancestors to ask for their 
blessings. Finally the Nkfiu is the 
most important symbol of unity in 
the chiefdom. The position of the 
Nkfu) among the Wimbum is 
hereditary. When a Nkfi is missing, 
one of his sons succeeds him. 


The Bkibai Samba 


This is the Council of State of 


Military Organ 
(MFU/MANJONG) 


Chiet 
(NKFU) 


” 
Pe 


Couneil of State 
(BKIBAI-SAMBA) 


Village / Quarter heads 
(BTALLA) 


~ 
Ba 


the chieldom. Tt has seven members 
Ihe Wimbum call these 
Btalla Gor or Brat Kuh 

Phe work of the BArbur ts to 
assist the VAfie in the administration 
of the chiefdom. They sit) tn 
meetings with the VA in his palace. 
They also administer the quarters 
and villages placed under them. 
Thev have their own village quarter 
councils, which meet to discuss 
problems that concern their villages 
or quarters. They take cases that they 
cannot handle such as murder and 
witcheraft to the Council of State in 
the chief's palace. 


lords 


ds 


Regulatory Societies 
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The Btalla 


Brallo 
heads are 
administrators. who are below the 
Bhihur Samba. Their position ts 
hereditary like that of the NAfwe and 
Bkibat. 

The function of the Bralla ts 
mainly to administer the villages 
placed under them. They serve as 
priests and perform § sacrifices on 
behalf of their people. They also 
have their own village councils, 
which discuss village problems. The 
members of these councils are 


family heads and elders of the 
village. 


The 
quarter 


are. Village or 


These 


Women in Wimbum Politics 


Before the coming of 
Europeans to Mbum, women were 
very important in politics. In 
Chapter Five, we saw that towards 
the end of the nineteenth century, 
Yaa, a woman, ruled in Ndfung 
(Wiya) when Nfor-Rambo was 
captured and taken to Banyo by 
Fulani raiders. Nfor who was the 
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successor was young and so }ad. the 

step-sister, of —Nfor Rambo. — the 

captured chief, had to rule until he 
was of age. This was the first and 
only situation where a woman ruled 

a chiefdom in Wimbumland. 

In the government 
administration of . the =Wimbum. 
women are directly under the Yaa, 
Ma-Nye or Yewong. This” female 
administrator is a princess who Is 
crowned at a young age at the time 
that tlic Nkfu (her step-brother) ts 
crowned. The Yaa has many 
functions. She could act as a regent 
as in the Ndfung (Wiya) case. Some 
of the other functions of the }ua are 
as follows: 

1. Organising women societies such 
as Nyjuh. Njuh is a society similar 
to the male A/fu/ society. 

2. Leading women in public works 
like cleaning road-paths and 
water-points. . 

3. Organising women in time of war 
to collect food supplies and other 
needs for the soldiers. 

4. Taking care of the wounded who 
are brought home from battle. 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


LAW AND ORDER IN MBUM 


Wimbum governments were 
very concerned about keeping law 
and order in their societies. Every 
chiefdom had societies which were 
responsible = for ~—s helping the 
government to maintain peace. The 
two most important societies for 
keeping law and order were 
Nwarong and Neri. These were 
secret societies 


VWARONG 


The nwurony is a society for 
males only. Members of — the 
nwarong come trom the non-royal 
lineage. Sons of and 
nephews of the also 


princesses 
Naf can 


become members of the wirarony 


Nkolt masquerade. 
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Ihe owmarong has many 
Hunetions. Tis most important role ts 
to see that the decisions of the ehiel 
and his Council of State are carried 
out tn ots daily activities — the 
mwarong acts as) the symbol of 
authority of the chiefdom. In Mbum 
every chiefdom owns a /Murong as a 
sign of its) political authority and 
independence. 
The nwarong also 
following functions: 
|. Providing 
for the Nkfu. 
Carrying out the 
decisions taken by the 
Nkfu and his council of 
State (Bkihai Samba), 
3. Arresting and keeping 
record of wrong-doers. 
4. Punishing criminals and 
witches as ordered by 
the Nkfu. 
5. Acting as the police 
service of the chiefdom. 
6. Checking and 
regulating the powers of 
the Nkfu. In this case 
they represent the voice 
of the people. 
7. Performing very 
important roles in the 


has the 


Messenpvers 


I 


actual crowning of the 
VAtie Bhiharand Bfal 
8 May dethrone a chief al 
he is found untit 
Masquerades are ad Ver 
Important part of the warong 
society. Some of these masquerades 
are chumbuh, mabull, mukanng and 
nkoh. Phey play very important roles 
crowning of chiels. 
burials. worship 


inn the 
memorials. 


SITGARAIe cts alia othei fesiNts 


aad 


\fabuh masquerade 
NOTRI 


The ng is also a male 
society which is the difact opposite 
of the awarong. Its’ members are 
descendants of the royal family. 
Only the sons of chiefs (honkfi) and 
their male children can be accepted 
Into the mgr. 
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HW a-mahul masquerade, 


The main function of the ngurt is 
to maintain political stability. Other 
functions are as follows: 
| Protecting the princes (bonkny, 

2 Checking the activities of the 
nvarong by supporting the VAs 
and bonkfu against the activities 
of the nwarong. 


3, In. times of war the ngiri 
organises and leads its own 
battalion. 


4. The ngiri does not take part in the 
selection and crowning of chiefs 
and village/quarter heads. This ts 
because those to be selected all 
belong to the ngiri. 


| Masquerades are also an 
important part of the ngiri. Some of 
the nvirr masquerades are nibuli- 
ngirt mabub-ngirt and wan-mabuh, 
The myiri masquerades play very 
useful roles during ceremonies such 


ax rituals. burials. | memortals. 


worship and sacrifices. crowning of 


chiefs and other feasts. 


VAILIPARY ORGANISATION 


We have studied in) Chapter 
Five that) the Wimbum — were 
involved in warfare. This means that 
they had soldiers who fought the 
wars. Each Wimbum chiefdom had a 
well-organised army for its defence. 

The military wing of the 
Wimbum yvovernment is the miful, 
The mfuh is a society which ts open 
to all men of fighting age. 

Fhe organisation of the mfuh 
among the Wimbum is not the same 
for all the three clans. In Mbot 


(Harr) there ts only one mii in the 
NAfi's palace Warriors trom all 
over the chiefdom meet only in this 
mful \ 

In Wa and Lang the mf ts 
organised jn sucha way that there ts 
more than one mf majong iW the 
chiefdom, There is a central air in 
the NAfi's palace and otherssin the 
major villages or quarter sal the, 
chiefdom. tach of the mf is’ a 
fighting group or regiment. 

Phe organisation of each mfu/ 
(regiment) Is) the same all over 
Mbum. The NAfe (chiel) ts the head 
of the mfuh society, The weekly 
meetings of each muh are held wath: 
the Vform as chairman. [he Nforni 
of the mfut in the palace is the Chief 
of Staff of the army of the chiefdom. 


\/ndr meeting Howse in Niort War 


The Nforme of the mifu/i an the 
village quarter is the commander of 
his regiment. Every Vforme in Mbum 
Isa man of roval blood. 

The Nformi is 
other officers. Some of these officers 
Who perform different functions in 
the omni are Vow, 
famfu. Lanapong and Craver, 

The A/ful society has) other 
runctions added to that of protecting 
the chiefdom against attacks. These 
other functions are: 


assisted by 


VEWwdilyg, 


1. Organising =the royal 
annual hunting exercise 


i) 


wd 


Passing on messages and 
instructions from the NAfiu 
and his Bkibai-Samba to 
their people. . 
Organising public’ works 
such as construction of 
bridges. clearing of road- 
paths and = building — of 
palaces. 

It has a dancing wing. 
which performs during the 
crowning of chiefs. burials 
and other feasts. 


Afjuh Manjong meeting house 


CHAPTER EIGHT 


WIMBUM RELIGION 


Before the 
outsiders with) their religion to 
Mbum, the Wimbum had — their 
religion. The Europeans introduced 
Christianity. in; Mbum in the early 
part of the twentieth century. Long 
before Christianity was introduced. 
the Wimbum had come in touch with 
Islam which was introduced by the 
Fulant. 


Wimbum Beliefs about God 


The Wimbum have very clear 
religious beliefs. They have the same 
understanding about God, man and 
the universe like other African 
peoples. They believe that there is an 
invisible and highest) god (Nivw- 
ngonng). They have the following 
beliefs about Myva-ngonng (supreme 
vod). 


1. He is the creator of the 
universe. 

2. He is the origin of life and 
death and of good and bad. 

3. He has the power to reward 
and punish people 
according to what they do. 


coming — of 


Fhe Wimbum also believe that 
the highest god (Viw-ngonng) Is so 
ereat that he needs others to work 
for him. The Wimbum therefore 
believe that they are other gods who 
are the servants of the highest god. 
The smaller gods each have a 
function to play. The smaller gods 
are named by their functions. Some 
of them are: 


looavu-rhoh — - god of the river 


2. avu-hzir - god of war 
3. nvu-mbing— - god of rain 


4. nyu-kob - vod of the forest 


MN 


nvu-miuu = god of the hills 


6. nyvu-nkfuu — - god of agriculture 


7. nvu-lah - god of the habitat 


(compound) 
Wimbum Religious Worship 


The Wimbum — have 
great respect for their pods. They 
take time to worship them. They 
have shrines or worship places for 
all the gods. Worship services in the 
form of sacrifices and other activities 


conducted — by and 
Pllestesses Wimbum religion has no 
respect for gender. That is why both 
males and females lead in 


ate Priests 


can 
worship 

Lhe most important shrine or 
worship place in every chiefdom or 
Village in Mbum ts the adup-ngonny, 
Ihis is the shrine for the highest god. 
During worship) times only the 
priest, the VAfw and one or two other 
elders are allowed to enter the ndup- 
nvonng, They go in to” offer 
sacrifices on behalf of the land and 
people. 

There are also priests for the 
smaller gods. These priests also go 
to their shrines from time to time to 
offer sacrifices on behalf of the 
people. 

The most) important thing 
about Wimbum religious belief ts 
that the NAfw (chief) is seen as the 
religious head. He is seen as the link 
between the people and their gods. 
He is expected to personally perform 
or to order that religious sacrifices 
be offered by the priests. The belief 
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that the VAficis the link between the 
people and the gods is what gives 
the VAfw the authority to control his 
chiefdom. 


Vlore Wimbum Religious Beliefs 


In addition to the beliefs we 
have studied above. the Wimbum 
have many .other religious beliefs 
which help them to live in peace 
with one another. Some of these 
beliefs are: 

|. The belief in life after 

death. 

2. The belief in the power of 
the dead to influence the 
activities of those who are 


living. 

3. The belief in the part 
plaved by diviners. 
sorcerers and witch- 
doctors. The = Wimbum 


believe that these people 
have the power — to 
communicate with the dead 
and the gods. 


CHAPTER NINE 


WIMBUM SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 


Before — the 
Europeans. The Wimbum enjoved 
many different) types of 
activities. Some of the activities 
were marriages, births. deaths. 
games, dances and story-telling. 


social 


MARRIAGES 


Marriage was a very important 
thing in Wimbum society before the 
arrival of Europeans. It was expected 
that young men and women would 
marry when they were fully grown 
up. Every young man was expected 
to build a house, marry a wife and 
raise a family. 

Marriage in Mbum was a 
thing that involved the whole family 
and sometimes the whole village. It 
was not just a private decision of the 
young man and woman. It was one 
family marrying to another family. 
The young man married his wife's 
family and not the woman alone and 
also the young woman was married 
to the young man’s family and not 
Just to the man alone. 


commg of 
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Ihe choice of ao wile or 
husband was the responsibility of the 
family. It was only when the two 
families had given) their approval 
that the marriage could take place. 
Sometimes husbands were chosen 
for girls even when they were still 
very young. The future husband had 
to. gradually carry out all the 
requirements while waiting for the 
girl to grow to marriage age. 

One very important thing 
about marriage in Mbum was the 
payment of dowry. Before — the 
introduction of currency, dowry was 
paid either in cowries. livestock or 
other valuable materials. 

The  Wimbum practised 
polygamy. Men could marry more 
than one wife depending on_ their 
ability. Some men married several 
wives so that they and their children 
could provide enough labour force 
for agriculture and other activities. 


BIRTHS 


The birth of a child was seen 
by the Wimbum as a blessing from 
God. They rejoiced and celebrated 


lite 


woman looked forward te the day 


When ma} WWads Hon) | VIN 
when she would be blessed to have 
children When a child was born at 
the child of the whole 


evtended family and sometimes the 


Deedme 


Whole village Phe werk of bringing 
up the ehtld was not only for the 
lather and) mother Children 
belonved to the family and their 


bringing up was the responsibility of 


the whole family 


DEATHS 
Ihe Wimbum had a) good 
understanding of lite. They believed 


In life after death and in the power of 


the dead to influence the lives of the 
living. Phey respected the dead and 
wave them good burials. 


Ihe Wimbum had a system of 


celebrating. deaths. They mourned 
bitterly for the death of young 
people especially those who. had not 


got grand) children. They never 
mourned for the death of infants 


whom they believed had returned to 
the supreme God from where they 
came. 
The Wimbum_ rejoiced and 
celebrated at the death of old people 
whom they believed had lived a 
good life and were gone to join their 
ancestors in taking care of those who 
were still alive. The mourning period 
for male deaths was three days while 
that for female was four days. Chiefs 


\aAti and quatter-heads (Bfar) were 
mourned tor longer periods. 


GAAMIES 

Lhe Wimbum enjoyed many 
different types of games. They loved 
competition, Some of the popular 
Wimbum games were wrestling and 
hunting. 

Wrestling was a great sport 
among the Wimbum. It was a sport 
mainly for children and young men. 
Wrestling matches were organised 
between wrestlers from the same 
village and also between wrestlers 
from different villages and quarters. 
Wrestling champions were respected 
by the Wimbum. 

Hunting was a very important 
sport among the Wimbum. It was an 
economic activity. which — also 
provided great entertainment to the 
hunters. Individual hunting did not 
entertain as much as group hunting. 

The most interesting group 
hunting was the village/quarter or 
the chief's annual hunting exercise. 
During the group hunting men 
showed their ability in running and 
shooting with spears and bows and 
arrows. Those who shot animals 
were rewarded with special parts of 
the animals they killed. Sometimes 
they were given high titles by the 
chief if they killed such animals as 


hons. fgets. elephants. leopards or 
buffaloes 


DANCES 


Ihe Wambum have always 
been great dancers They had many 
different types of dances Lhe most 
important dances were the adonye 
and fara Which are orginal to the 
Wimbum. Ndone is a danee. tor 
elderly men and women. Jara ts for 
both the voung and the old. 

Other Wimbum dances were 
the mfuh manone dance of the war 
society and the ay which was a 
female society dance Phere was 
also the mya dance for young 
women. 

Secret societies such as 
mwarong and nei also had their 


e r 


OWN dhaimees Which were amis bat 
then members Some othe 
Masquerdde danees in Mb were 
Hod aN AILS 


STORY EEE LING 


Phe Wambum are eteat stars - 
tellers I ite-side SHOES Welle 
common in-evers home Phe elders 
told tolk-tales and other stories that 
helped to shape the behaviours of 
ther children) Some of the stories 
were about hunting. wrestling. wars. 
animals and birds 

Proverbs Ob WISe-sav ines, 
riddles and jokes were also an 
Important part of the | ttre-side 
conversation, The young people 
were taught how to speak and 


reason. 


CHAPTER TEN 


WIMBUM COMMUNICATION 


Before the Europeans arrived, 
the Wimbum were involved in two 
types of communication, The first 
type was the way people and goods 
were moved from one chiefdom, 
village or place to another, This is 
called transportation. The second 
type was the method of sending 
messages from one person to another 
and from one place to another. 


Transportation 


The most important means of 
transport among the Wimbum up to 
the end of the nineteenth century 
was foot transport. People travelled 
from place to place on foot. Goods 
and luggages of all types and 
weights were carried by human 
beings. People carried things either 
on their heads. shoulders or backs. 


Horses introduced in Afbum ap tet ‘hambur a 
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The horse (ava-hara) was first 
introduced in. Mbum ins the: early 
nineteenth century by the Chamba. 


The Fulant also used horses in their 


raids on the Wimbum. The Wimbum 
never owned horses until the early 
part of the twentieth century when a 
few people could buy them for 
personal transport. Those who could 
own horses at that time were the 
chiets (BAfi), village quarter-heads 
(Brat or Btalla) and rich traders. 

Foot-paths were of — great 
Importance in| Mbum. All the 
villages and chiefdoms were linked 
by foot-paths. The paths were used 
for trade inside and outside Mbum. 
Mbum was on the path of the long- 
distance trade that began from the 
Atlantic coast in the south to. the 
River Benue and bevond tn_ the 
north. 
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Lransportian by head-loading 
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Sending of Messages 


Ihere were two methods of 
sending 
Wimbum 


Messaves among — the 
the comine ol 
Luropeans. This was) through the 
talking-drum (ag?) and through the 


sendime of messenevers 


before 


aul 


The talking-drum Gag) was 
al mMstrument 
trunk. A trunk ots 
length wanted. [tots 
produce a 


of tree 
cul to the 
carved to 
Inside with oa 
narrow small mouth along the trunk 
The mouth opens to the hollow and 
with two short sucks the mouth of 
the drum ts hit to produce the sound 
that carries the message. 


carved out 


tree 


hollow 


All types of messages could 
be sent. There were talking-drums in 
all NAfus’ palaces and in compounds 
of Village quarter-heads. Ihe 
sending and interpreting of messages 


WS Very Ta pertintroab wlth was 
MY potlormed by those whe were 
mramed tora 

Viessecnivers were tisecd 0 Gann 
Seetet and important migssaves Phe 
drum had one 


\lessenyers Wate peaple who Wete 


talhine seeds 
sent fromoone Village or chietdoam to 
Mother te Ihe 


' 
ef always sent his palace guards 


deliver messages 


Cossiagenaipy to deliver row! 


THeSsNd ees 
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Palace wuatds Gasiiieeidap) 
always catried the leaves of the 
peace plant WAcwie The aaciig 
was used as an offictal svinbol | [1 
indicated that) the 


carving a messave frome the VAfn 


Messenver Was 


Lhe only weakness in the use. of 
Messengers was that ih was) slow 
Ihe 
talking-drum was fast because sound 


because thes moved on foot 


moves Last 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 


AGRICULTURE IN WIMBUM 


Vericulture Was VIN 
the Wanbum thes 
erew crops mainly for food although 


the surplus was exchanged for other 


Important to 


lhe women were mvelyed mn 
lamime while the kept 
lwestock and bee-hives 


needs 


men 


Land Ownership and Distribution 


Before the buropeans came to 


Mibum. dand was owned by the 
community The VAfi was Known as 
the owner oof all dand ain his 


chiefdom Llowever. the real contre! 
of dand was inthe hands of the 
Brolia and Blar \ithough the VAtu 
had no direet control of the land. he 
had the right to take the following 
decisions concerning land. 

1 Giving land to new comers 
who wish te settle im his 
chiefdom 
locating 


i) 


land) for public 
uses such as 
a) Locating of shrines for 


the eods., 


ny € tetra ates Tet Ute 


amet ah Vent boone 
crass ahd tirewood 


Pocatine plots for mew 


a) 
Mathes and othe 
publig events 
Ihe Broalla and Brat had 
the power to control and 


administer, land) \ecording to 
Wimbum custom. the find) wits 
not to be sold There was a 
Simple method of asking fot 
land) \ny person who wanted 
land for farmime or to build a 
house. went to his village ot 
guarter-head with one ob more 
culabashes of  palm-wine | to 
declare his interest. When an 
individual was given) land. he 
did not become the owner. Any 
mdividual given land had only 
the right to use it beeause the 
land = still belonged to the 
community. 


Farming 


Ihe sous on the Nkambe 
Plateau. were very fertile. Crops 
did very well) Wimbum farmers 
practised the traditional method 
of shifting cultivation. In this 
method when a plot of land had 
lost. ats) fertility 
continuous cultivation — the 
farmer moved to a new plot. He 
left the old plot fallow so that it 
can regain. sits fertility, 
Wimbum = farmers did not 
practice ridging. Tilling and 
planting without ridges 


encouraged erosion and loss of 


soil fertility. 

The Wimbum_ did not 
grow many kinds of food crops. 
Most) new crops) were only 
introduced in| Mbum_ in_ the 
nineteenth century. These new 
crops came from the coast to the 
interior of Africa. Some of the 
new crops. which — reached 
Mbum were maize. cocoyams. 
beans. plantains. yams. sweet 
potatoes. groundnuts and 
bambara-groundnuts. Tobacco. 
kolanut and raffia palm were 
also cultivated. The climate in 
most parts of the plateau did not 


because of 
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accept the growth of — the oil 
palm and fruit trees. 

The Wimbum — farming 
calendar was based on the 


climate. The heavy rains and 
low temperatures on the plateau 
allowed only for one planting 
period every year. Farming 
began in December with the 
clearing of bushes which was 
followed by tilling. Planting 
was carried out when the rains 
came in the month of March. 
Most of the crops were ready 
for harvest between June and 
August. Vegetables and beans 


Were among the first to be 
harvested, 
Livestock Rearing 

The Wimbum were 


Involved in the domestication of 
animals. They kept goats sheep 
and poultry. These animals were 


used for food and also” for 
sacrifices to the gods. Some of 
the animals were used in 


exchange for goods and other 
needs. Animals were also used 
to pay dowries and fines. 


Aveping goats, sheep and fowls. 


Bee Farming 


The collection of honey 
Was an important) occupation 
among the Wimbum. It was a 
male occupation. Most of the 
honey that was collected was 
consumed locally. Some of it 
was sold to places outside 


Mbum. Honey was an important 


item among the Wimbum. It 
was used in different ways as 
food and medicine. It was also 
used in the production of the 
special palm-wine and corn- 
beer drinks called nob. 
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Palm-wine Tapping 


The Wimbum planted) the 
ratfia-palm in the warm valleys 
The tapping of wine from these 
palms was a common activity It 
was a man's job. Palm-wine was 


an important item oat sal 
ceremonies such as marriages. 
worship sacrifices, death 
ceremonies and at mraurong, neirt 
and mfuh manjong SOCICL 
mectings. | 


CHAPTER TWELVE 


ARTS AND CRAFTS IN WIMBUM 


Handicralt work was a very 
important activity among — the 
Wimbum before the arrival of 
Europeans. The Wimbum_ were 
involved in the following — craft 
_works: weaving, iron works, wood 
carving, textiles. decoration and 
painting, bamboo works, architec - 
ture and corn-beer production. 


Wood - Carving 


This was a very important 
industry in Mbum. This industry was 
very common in areas which had 
forests. The wood carvers produced 
door-posts and roof-supports, masks 
and stools. Kitchen utensils such as 
mortars and pistils, laddles, drinking 
cups and bowls were among the 
products. Musical equipment such 
as drums, gongs (talking-drums) and 
xylophones were also produced by 
carvers. 


Iron Works (Blacksmithing) 
The Wimbum were involved 


in blacksmithing long before the 
arrival of Europeans.Very few 
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people were involved in iron works 
because it was seen as a sacred craft. 
The blacksmith was seen as the high 
priest of the craft. Wimbum 
blacksmiths produced many 
different types of products. Some of 
the products were: 
|. Spear-heads — - for hunting and 


warfare. 


2. Hoes - for agriculture, 

3. Cutlasses - for cutting, 

4. Kitchen knives -for domestic use, 

5. Axes -for breaking 
wood, 

6. Needles - for sewing, 

7. Dog-bells - for hunting dogs 

8. Chisels - for wood 
carving 


9. Double-mouthed 
gongs (king) - for the nwarong 
and ngiri societies 


Textiles 


The manufacture of textiles 
developed in  Mbum _ before 
European arrival. The introduction 
of the bag-loom made it possible for 
fibre-bags to be produced. The lack 


of raw materials such as cotton 
however made the textile industry in 
Mbum to grow very slowly. The 
only raw materials for — the 
manufacture of textiles that were 
found in the area were raffia-fibre. 
sclected grasses and feathers. 

Cloth was dved to produce 
many different beautiful colours. 
The main products of this industry 
were cloth, bags and caps. 


Decoration and Painting 


The Wimbum produced 
different forms of art. They 
decorated calabashes and bowls. 
They also painted masks and door- 
posts and decorated palaces and 
shrines. They used paints, which 
were produced from plant leaves, 
roots, backs of trees and seeds. 


Weaving 


Weaving was a very common 
activity among Wimbum men and 
women. Women weaved baskets and 
trays of all sizes using processed 
elephant grass stalks. Mats, caps and 
bays were produced from straw 
which was brought from Mbembe, 
Mfumte and Mbaw. Men _ also 
weaved ropes from processed sisal- 
hemp and hibiscus fibre. 


5| 


Bamboo-Works 


Raffia-palm bamboo was a 
very useful raw material in Wimbum 
industry. It was used for the 
construction of walls and roofs of 
houses. Bamboos were also used for 
the manufacture of beds, stools and 
chairs, mats, baskets, bee-hives and 
musical instruments. 


Architecture (Building of houses) 


Before the ‘coming © of 
Europeans, the building industry in 
Mbum was developing very fast. 
Solid houses with mud walls were 
built by the Wimbum because of the 
low temperatures on the plateau. All 
the raw materials for the building 
industry were found in the area. 
Bamboos, sticks, ropes and soil were 
used for the walls while bamboos, 
ropes and fine grass were used for 
roofs. 


Corn-beer Production 


The production of corn-beer 
(shud) became very popular in 
Mbum soon after the introduction of 
maize into the area. Shaa was 
produced by women. It was served 
at all important ceremonies and 
social gatherings. 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


EXCHANGE AND TRADE IN MBUM 


Long belore the coming of 


Luropeans, the Wimbum had a good 
network through whieh 
farm and industrial products were 


evchanve 


distributed) By the beginning of the 
nineteenth the Wimbum 


were still involved in trade by barter 


CCHLUEN . 


although some types of money were 
Slowly bere mtroduced on the long- 
Ihe Wimbum 
took part in local. regtonal and long- 
distance trade. This helped to make 
them part of the world-wide system 
of production and exchange. 


distanee trade routes. 


LOCAL TRADE 


different 
chiefdoms 


Trade among the 
Wimbum villages and 
Was very common. They produced 
many different items. Agriculture 
Was influenced by the climate. The 
warm valleys and slopes produced 
different crops from those of the 
cold hills. In industry, raw materials 
were not found all over-the plateau. 
For example, some areas had no 
forests while others had no bamboos. 

Exchange was needed because 
Of the differences in products from 
one part of Mbum to the other. It 


helped the people to enjoy what thes 
could not produce 


Nlarkets 


Markets played a sver 
Important part in exchange and trade 
among the Wimbum Markets: were 
set up in-almost all chiefdoms. Some 
of the prominent markets in: Mbum 
by the end of the nineteenth century 
are listed in the Table on page 54. 

The village markets were 
fixed according to the Wimbum 
week of eight days. Each of the 
markets was on one of these days as 
shown on the Table on page 54. 


Barter Trade 


Exchange and trade among the 
Wimbum started with barter because 
there was no currency. Barter was 
not an easy system of exchange 
because goods had to be exchanged 
for goods. It was always very 
difficult to find someone who had 
the item you needed and also needed 
your own item. There was also the 
problem of measurement of goods. 


WIMBUM EIGHT-DAY WEEK SHOWING 


Local and Regional Market Days 


WEEK DAYS LOCAL MARKET REGIONAL MARKET 
1. SING Ntasing (Wiya) Ntasing (Ndu) i 


ee dob Binka (Tang) 
aa Ntumbaw (Warr) Ntumbaw 
3. NKAPYE Nkambe (Warr) -| Nkambe oa Dae ecennael 
ell Ngarum (Tang) ! 


5. MRUH Wat (Warr) ‘= —_ 
Ntamruh (Wiya) 


6. NDFUNG 


7. NGANG 


Chup (Warr) 


Ntundip (Tang) 


Mbirbo (Warr) 


Mbiyeh-Tallah (Tang) 
Taku (Tang) 


Sinna (Tang) 


Wowo (Wiya) 
Sop (Warr) 
Mbot (Warr) 


8. NTALA 
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WEASUREMENTS USED BY THE WIMBUME BEFORE 1900 AD 


WEASUREMENTS ITEM 


S 


“Kishen (big basket) 


Kurr (small basket) 


grains. 


Leh (calabash) 


Mbvuh (small calabash) 


Rkoh (farthom) 


The Wimbum tried to solve 
the problem of measurement even 
before the coming of Europeans. 
They introduced standard measures 
for some of the different items as 
shown in the Table above. 


Currency 


Before the coming of 
European currency, some other types 
of currency had been introduced into 
Mbum. Some of these types of 
Currency were cowries, iron rods, 
beads and salt. These were used 
Where barter could not be used for 
exchange. 


Palm-oil, honey, palm-wine, 


(shaa) and other liquids. 


| Cloth and ropes. 
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- which were neighbours 


Beans, groundnuts, maize and other | 


corn-beer | 


REGIONAL TRADE 


Local markets did not satisfy 
all the needs of the people. The need 
for items produced in_ other 
chiefdoms led to the growth of trade 
between them. Other ethnic groups, 
to the 
Wimbum also joined in_ this 
exchange which is referred to as 
regional trade. It usually took the 
trader away from home for about 
one or two days. 

The Wimbum had surplus 
farm products such as maize, beans, 
cocoyams, groundnuts and kolanuts 


which they put into the regional 


trade. They also sold craft works 
such as caps, bags, baskets, chairs 
and musical instruments. Honey, 


Map VI: LOCAL AND REGIONAL MARKETS IN WIMBUM 
BY Cc. 1900 


HM Regional Markets 
@ Local Markets er TS 


poultry. sheep. goats and skins were 
also sold. 

The Wimbum also — got 
products which came in to” the 
regional trade from areas outside 
Mbum. The Table below) shows 
where some of the needs of the 
Wimbum came from. 


| Products | Place of Origin a | 
ee ee | 
| Spear-heads, | | 
 cutlasses, Oku. Kwaja 
knives and hoes 
Carvings | Oku, Babanki, 7 
Reais Kom | 
Pale | Btw alee 
Pee ane ee: Maree since 


The growth of regional trade 
came along with the development of 
regional markets. Three leading 
regional markets in| Mbum_= were 
Ntasing (Ndfung-Hiva) Nkambe 
(Warr) and Ntumbaw (Harr). The 
Wimbum were also linked to 
regional markets outside — their 
bounderies. Wimbum traders 
travelled far and wide. They 
attended the regional markets of 
Mbaw, Mbem , Ndop, Nso, Oku and 
Bum. 


LONG-DISTANCE TRADE 


The Wimbum also took 
part in long-distance _ trade 


af 


Which linked Mbum with vers 
far off places. Long-distance 
trade took traders away for 
many davs and sometimes for 
Weeks and months before they 
could ‘retum to their places of 
origin. This trade was important 
because it distributed items of 
high quality which could not be 
produced locally. 

The demand for salt and 
the Jukun cloth (jap or 
langlang) is one of the reasons 
why the Wimbum took part in 
the long-distance trade. They 
made their own salt (smtchi- 
mkfuuh). However, the introduc 
-tion of new food items changed 
their taste which could no 
longer be satisfied by their own 
salt. The change in _ taste 
increased the demand for salt 
from other lands. 

_ The njap or langlang had 
become a very important cloth 
among the Wimbum by the 


middle of the nineteenth 
century. The cloth was used by 
the Bkfu, Bkibai, Btalla and 


Bfai. Men of high rank in the 
nwarong, negiri and = mfuh/ 
manjong also had the right to 
use the cloth. 


MapP VII: PRE-COLONIAL LONG-DISTANCE TRADE ROUTES 
LINKING WIMBUM 


N 


NIGERIA 


“SPY 
~~ S, iy re Ty - 
aD: 1 aH o>. 


famous tig tee mete contre of he \dhow 
(Nady regional market 


Kolanuts and ivory were the 
main items which the Wimbum 
put into the long-distance trade. 
The Wimbum were not the major 
producers of these items. 


However. ther markets were used 
us collection centres especially for 
Kolanuts from Bali Nvengha and 
Nso 

Mbum was found on. the 
northward trade route which went 
as far as Takum. Wukari. [bt a 
Yola The Wimbum= were vers 
active in this direction 

Mbum was also 
southward route which 
Nso. Ndop and Bamenda and 
continued down to Mamie and 
finally to the coastal towns of 
Victoria and Calabar 

From Bamenda the 
grasslands was also linked to the 
coastal town of Douala. Slaves 
and ivon were taken down to the 
coast while European salt. cloth. 
guns and gunpowder and other 
items were brought up to the 
grasslands. 


on the 


linked 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


WIMBUM CONTACTS WITH EUROPEANS 


THE GERMANS 


The first Europeans to set foot 
on Mbum soil were the Germans. 
This was in 1902. The Germans had 
first annexed the coast of Cameroon 
in 1884. The treaty of annexation 
was signed by Dr. Gustav Nachtigal 
for the Germans. After signing the 
treaty, the Germans began to move 
into the interior. They reached the 
Bamenda grasslands towards the end 
of the nineteenth century. They 
signed a friendship treaty with Ball 
and went on to fight several battles 
with the other peoples of the 
grasslands. The battles against 
Mankon and Bafut only ended in 
1901. 

The Germans entered Mbum 
in 1902. They came from Nso where 
they had fought and defeated the 
Nso people. They were on their way 
to Banyo. Their first official meeting 
agith the Wimbum was at Ndu. Ndu 
was the new Wiya capital which was 
transferred from Mandfung. 

The Germans were received 
by the Wimbum at the Ndu palace. 
They were given food and shelter. 
The Germans did not want the 


a 
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Wimbum to fight them and so they 
took all the spears and weapons of 
theWimbum (Wiya) soldiers and 
replaced them with sticks. This 
looked like a sign of peace but the 
Wimbum were not happy with what 
the Germans did. They would have 
loved to fight back but without their 
weapons, they could not fight. They 
did not want the Germans to kill 
their people as they had done to Nso. 


German Administration in Mbum 


German activities in Mbum 
lasted from 1902 to 1916. The 
Germans disturbed the peaceful 
relationship that existed between the 
chiefs and their people. The 
Germans wanted food and people to 
dig roads. They also introduced tax 
collection. People worked for the 
Germans to pay their taxes. | 

The Germans were very 
brutal. They flogged the people to 
work. A very large number of 
Wimbum men and women died 
while digging the road to Banyo. 
This road came from Bamenda 
through Nso and passed through 
Mbum to Banyo. 


- —<—- 


Natu Ndi - Wing bons Palace where the Germans met the Wimbum in bl 1) 


The Germans tried to set up an 
administration in Mbum. 
administration almost destroyed the 
vood relationship that —_ existed 
between the clan-heads and_ their 
chiefs. They did not make use of the 
leadership of the three clans. They 
just selected any chiefs to collect 
taxes in Mbum. For example, Mbot, 
Tabenken, Ndu and Sop were 
selected at different times to collect 
laxes) from the other Wimbum 
chiefdoms. 

The Germans left Mbum in 
1916 because they were defeated in 
Cameroon during the First World 
War (1914 - 1918) by the British and 
French. They were still trying to set 
up native councils in Mbum when 
they were forced to leave. The 
British took over and administered 
Southern Cameroons from 1916 - 


Their. 
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1961. Mbum 
Cameroons. 


was in Southern 


THE BRITISH 

The British took over Mbum 
and introduced the system of 
Indirect Rule. Indirect Rule was a 
method of ruling the people through 


their chiefs. The British did not 
destroy the Wimbum = system of 
government. 

Mr. G. S. Podevin, District 


Officer for Bamenda District was the 
first British Officer to reach Mbum. 
He visited Sop in July, 1916. In 
August 1917, Mr. L. S. Ward, 
Assistant District Officer — for 
Bamenda again visited Sop to collect 
taxes. In 1920, Mr. D. N. Duncan, 
District Officer for Bamenda, visited 
Sop, Mbot and other places. There 
were more visits by British Officers 
to Mbumn from 1921. 


British Administration in Wibum 


British administration began 
in Mbum in 1921 when Mbum was 
Joined as part of the Banso Native 
Court area. Mbum chiefs did not 
accept to be part of the Banso Native 
Court area. They refused to attend the 
Court at Kumbo (Nso) After a few vears 
the British decided to set up different 
courts for the three clans in Mbum. 

Before the Second World War 
started in 1939 the British had 
complete authority = over the 
Wimbum. There were also European 
missionaries who had already 
opened churches and schools tn the 


area. The first missionary groups to 
reach Mbum Baptists and 
Roman Catholics. 

The = British = administered 
Mbum until 1961 when Southern 
Cameroons became — independent. 
Their administration did not destroy 
the Wimbum clans. It) did not 
destroy the unity of the Wimbum as 
people with one origin and culture. 

A complete study of British 
administration is found ino 7H 
WIMBUAL PEOPLE OF DONGA 
MANTUNG, brom the Coming of 
/uropeans to the Present Day by the 
same author. 


We>e 


meet ‘the needs of persons whose reading ability meets the seuidaras 
- expected at the Senior Primary level. It certainly would be useful to 
“the junior secondary school student as well as to the general reader 
who does not want to bother himself with the complexities of more 
: : advanced academic analysis on the subject. a ) 
| The author's objective is that Wimbum children from an early —_ 


3 age should begin to study and discuss the main trends of the history of 
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